HOPE WITH ASTON PARISH COUNCIL

Email: clerk@hopewithastonparishcouncil.co.uk
Web: www.hopewithastonparishcouncil.co.uk
Parish Clerk: Sheree Smallwood — 07803 776907

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 9" Dec 2024 at 7.30 pm at Hope Old
School, School Lane, Hope

Clirs present: Chris Perkins (Chair) Stephen Barr
lan Ord Martin Chapman
Gordon Hopewell Richard Henson

Laura Vincent

Others present Sheree Smallwood (Clerk) HPBC Charlotte Farrell

Phillipa Mckenna (Midlands
Rural Housing)

1224/01 Apologies for absence — Clir S Price, Jemma Lenton

1224/02 Variation of Order of Business — None

1224/03 Declarations of Interests — Clir Chapman - footpath audit. Clir Lenton — Poachers Arms

1224/04 Agenda items should be taken with the public excluded - None

1224/05 Public participation —

Housing Needs Survey — Phillipa Mckenna, Project Delivery Manager from Midlands Rural Housing Association
spoke about a Rural Housing Need Survey — the company are based in Leicestershire and deliver affordable
housing and small developments. They have devised a template for use in rural areas, to look at

what the housing needs are in terms of rental or ownership. When the survey has been completed, results would be
shared with the Parish Council. It was stressed that there is no guarantee that the housing will be built, finding land
is one of the big issues. Action: The Parish Council agreed to support Midlands Rural Housing Association sending
out a survey in February to all households and to major employers in the parish. The Parish Council will highlight it in
the newsletter, due out in January and signpost residents to the website of the MRHA.

1224/06 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 11" Nov - Approved

1224/07 To consider communications received, not reported elsewhere on the agenda —.

Mrs Cresswell Apprenticing Charity- The Parish Council have all the information now to transfer the
monies to HVC. The charity will then be closed.

DALC newsletter has been shared.

Mobile Phone Coverage — Over the period between 18" Nov — 215 Nov, there was no mobile phone
coverage. This was only discovered when an emergency call was needed and could not be made. After
further investigation it was apparent that most networks were affected including O2 and EE, no
information from the companies had been shared. A lot of residents in the Valley do not have landlines
and are dependent on mobile phone coverage. The Parish Council agreed to make parishioners aware
in the next newsletter and to write to our MP with our concerns.

1224/08 District Councillor’s reports. —.

ClIr Initiative fund. There are still some funds available, which needs to be spent by February. HPBC C
Farrell will resend the form and HWAPC to look at funding for the planters on Castleton Rd.

High Peak have submitted their financial audit. Household waste is changing from March 2026.
Business waste from March 2025, more information to follow.

Additional rubbish bins - AES have looked at the amount of rubbish which is left lying around in Hope
and feel that additional bins are not needed. Hope has a very good group of litter pickers who spend their
Friday mornings collecting litter, which is usually several black bags, Action: litter pickers to take a photo
of all the weekly bags and send it to AES.

1224/09 Assets

War Memorial. — There is some structural work that needs to be carried out. A full structural survey is
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needed to access exactly what needs to be done and cost. Action: The Parish Council to commission
a survey with the appropriate company.
1224/10 Planning:

o Peak Park Local Plan Review Consultation. Plan - submitted

e NP/HPK/1024/1045 — Retrospective change of use of public house, The Poachers to single unit of
self-catering accommodation. — Application withdrawn.

e NP/HPK/0924/1002 — Change of window and doors from wood to PVC white windows and black
composite doors — 2 Market Close, Hope —No objection but note its consistency with the other
houses.

o NP/HPK/1024/1143 — Advertisement Consent — Interpretation board, free standing lecturn style —
Marsh Farm, Castleton Rd, Hope. — no objection

e NP/HPK/1124/1184 — Installation of a horse menage comprising of sand & fibre floor, post and rail
boundary fence, landscape works & associated drainage. — Watergates, Pindale Rd, Hope — The
HwAPC would support the plan

1224/11 Crime Report -

e ANPR cameras proposal — The Parish Council would like PCSO Brockett to attend a Parish Council
meeting before further discussion can take place.

1224/12 Discuss Highways and Rights of Way matters including —

o Footpath Audit Update. — Work has been done to rank the footpaths in immediate need of repair and it
has been agreed that Footpath 1 — 3 are priority. Action: The Parish Council to appoint professional
contractors to get some quotes for repairs. There is some funding available from High Peak for footpath
maintenance.

1224/13 Communications: -

o Parish Clerk Vacancy Update — Currently taking up references and the new Clerk to take up the post in
January.

e January Newsletter — Some of the items to be included are the footpath audit update, Stolen Soldiers,
War Memorial

e The Parish Council was sad to hear of the deaths of Steve Fox and John Hall, both of whom had made
significant contributions to the Council. Our thoughts go out to their families and friends.

e Parish Council logo. - defer to the next meeting

1224/14 Village Initiatives: -

e LED lights for Christmas tree — The Parish Council have paid for new lights for tree outside Loxley Hall.
There has been a request that next year we could bring back what was a tradition of a night of the tree
lights switched on and some Carol Singing. Action: To be discussed at a later meeting.

¢ Verge and Churchyard management — A positive meeting was held between the PCC, the Parish Council
and Andy Warham who runs the contracts for Open Spaces. It was agreed that they could come up with
a plan to manage it better and further discussions would be held in the New Year.

1224/15 To receive a summary of the Councils current financial position — A Finance Advisory Committee
meeting was held before the main Council meeting. It was agreed that we are on target for this current year,
however there is work to be carried out next financial year on some of the assets held by the Parish Council
including significant work on the War Memorial. It was agreed that we should raise the Precept by 9%. We also
discussed our current banking facilities, currently we use Unity Trust online bank, which appears to work well
but it was agreed that we should look to see if there are better deals elsewhere that could include a savings
account. Action: Clerk to look at what other Parish Councils are using and bring to a meeting in the New Year.
The current balance is £12,427.70

1224/16To Approve invoices for payment —

o Hope Old School (Hire) - £40.00

e Clerk’s Salary - £222.60

e HMRC - £55.60
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e The Happy Tree Co (Christmas Tree and Lights) - £216.00
1224/17 Agree the date for the next Parish Council meeting. — 13" January 2025 @ 7.30.
1224/18 Any items for the next Parish Council meeting.

¢ Invite the PCC to a meeting

o Newsletter

Meeting closed at 9.15
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