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Meeting of Hope with Aston Parish Council 
Monday 13 December 2021 7.45pm, Old School, School Lane 

MINUTES 

Present: Cllrs Dominic Swords (Chair), Stephen Barr, David Garwes, Gordon Hopewell, Chris Ord, Chris 

Perkins and Susan Worsey 

In attendance: Maura Sorensen (Clerk); HBPC Cllr Charlotte Farrell (part); member of the public Nick Faulks 

(part) 

            ACTIONS 

093/21  Apologies for absence – Cllrs Richard Henson and Stephen Price; HBPC Cllr 

Joanna Collins. 

 

094/21  Any variation in the order of business – none.  

095/21  Declarations of interests relevant to agenda items – Cllr Ord in relation to 

agenda item 107/21.1 (her husband had contributed to information sharing re 

Breedon rail operations). 

 

096/21  Public participation: Nick Faulks referenced the broken coping stone at 

Townhead Bridge, first brought to the attention of the Parish Council in April 

2020. Noted DCC has taken no action and there is no record on the DCC job 

tracker. Clerk to log with DCC again; if no action taken DCC Cllr Nigel Gourlay to 

be asked to make representations on behalf of the Parish Council. 

Mr Faulks also highlighted issues with bikes on Losehill footpath. Confirmed 

warning signs are posted on the gate and suggested the matter be brought to the 

attention of the relevant authorities. 

In his capacity as Treasurer of Hope Sports Club, Mr Faulks referenced the 

Club’s provision of a Seniors Christmas Meal. Total costs of provision of 

Christmas hampers last year, and this year, was £2,800.00, a significant cost for 

the Club. Mr Faulks asked if the Parish Council would consider making a 

donation. Agreed to add the donation request to the January 2022 meeting 

agenda. 

Clerk to further log 

the issue with DCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2022 

agenda item 

097/21  HPBC; DCC; PDNPA; Police: reports or updates for the attention of the Parish 

Council.  

HPBC Cllr Charlotte Farrell referenced electric vehicle chargers (EVC) noting an 

ongoing DCC consultation to assess demand; anticipated a report will be 

published in 2022. Suggested a need to look at alternative EVC locations, 

beyond municipal car parks. Noted DCC does not support provision of household 

charging facilities from lamp posts. Highlighted the EVC in Hope Car Park was 

currently out of order. Cllrs suggested a second car park EVC is needed; noted 

this is dependent on funding. Suggested investigating funding options including 

via HPBC and climate change-related grant funding highlighted in a recent DALC 

newsletter. Cllrs noted the downsides of EVC provision in car parks e.g. where 

cars take up the space beyond the time necessary for a full charge; noted a 

move towards making charging spaces time-limited.   

Smart Trails initiative and funding – Cllr Farrell noted there may be some 

funding for footpath signage but planning permission would need to be obtained 

first. 

Police – the Clerk reported there had been no response to her request to the 

Community Police Liaison Officer for an update/report; she had highlighted the 

lack of any updates – or liaison – for some months. Cllr Farrell referenced the 

PCSO – covering the Hope Valley - who has been supportive to the Bamford 

community and Bamford PC; she shared contact details with the Clerk. NF 

suggested Police Officers are no longer able to attend PC meetings. Clerk to 

liaise with the PCSO and invite him to attend the January 2022 meeting or, if 

that’s not possible, to provide an up-to-date report on police actions in the Hope 

Valley and details of crimes reported in Hope and Aston.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to liaise with 

PCSO 

 1 PDNPA - noted the resignation of the Chief Executive.  
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 2 Online meeting with DCC Police Chief Superintendent Jed Keen – Cllr Ord 

provided a verbal update on outcomes of the DALC-facilitated event held on 8 

December. The Chief Superintendent acknowledged ‘inconsistencies in 

partnerships’ and the need to clarify, and agree, parish council expectations. He 

proposed establishing a forum – possibly to be facilitated by DALC - with 

representation from parish councils. Meeting attendees had highlighted issues 

with the 101 service/lack of response and a lack of community police presence.  

 

098/21  Minutes of the meeting of 2 November 2021 were approved and actions 

noted. There were no matters arising not dealt with in the agenda. 

 

099/21  Chair’s announcements/Clerk’s correspondence and items circulated since 

the October meeting:  

• Pinder’s Meadow Charity: noted the Charity is in the process of applying 

to have the Pinder's Meadow and the Hope Pinfold registered with the 

Land Registry. 

• DALC updates: the Clerk shared DALC advice on making annual 

increases on precepts; noted the Parish Council will confirm the 2022/23 

precept at the January meeting. 

• 20s Plenty: noted a local 20s Plenty meeting on Thursday 16 

December; and a national campaign online meeting for parishes planned 

for Tuesday 18 January, 7pm. Cllr Farrell referenced a meeting with 

DCC Officers on the 20s Plenty initiative and a luke-warm response. 

Noted she is also liaising with the DCC Public Health England (PHE) 

Director. Cllr Farrell also referenced the speed-watching initiative noting 

this is within the remit of the PCSO. 

 

100/21  Trees  

 1 LA TreeScape Funding: Cllr Perkins reported trees (285 ‘feathers’) have been 
delivered/are in storage but delivery of the tree guards is awaited before planting 
can begin - most likely in the new year. A call will go out for volunteers. 
Suggested PDNPA Officers may offer support with planting in the Hope Valley 
College grounds. 

 

 2 Queen’s Green Canopy initiative: Cllr Perkins confirmed this initiative is not a 
source of funding for new planting but focused on mapping and publicising 
plantings. He suggested there is little scope for pursuing further planting – 
alongside the TreeScapes planting - this year. For future consideration, Cllr Ord 
noted Breedon has pockets of land for potential planting. Cllr Swords suggested 
the Parish Council continue to consider potential sites for future planting.  

 

101/21  Smart Trails initiative: Cllr Barr reported on a meeting with PDNPA Officers 
Mike Rhodes and Andy Farmer; helpful advice/information was shared including 
around the longer-term shift in government support for farmers with a stronger 
focus on influencing landscapes through paying farmers (the Farming in 
Protected Landscapes or FiPL initiative) for using their land for public 
access/benefit. Also discussed using Win Hill as a pilot project to develop an 
appropriate, managed trail for cyclists. Noted the primary focus is on better 
management of existing routes. Cllr Swords reported liaison with cycling groups 
including Ride Sheffield (positive response); and Peak District Mountain Biking. 
DS will continue liaison. Cllrs acknowledged tensions between walkers/cyclists, 
and managing expectations. Cllr Barr noted PDNPA have offered support to 
explore funding. Cllrs Barr and Henson to consider next steps. Cllr Farrell 
referenced the next HVPF meeting and inclusion of a Smart Trails update on the 
agenda. 

 

102/21  Hope Station Transport Hub proposals: Cllr Swords reported on a meeting 
with DCC Officers. DCC is commissioning research, looking at Hope and Buxton 
as potential sites for developing a hub which would include aligning bus and rail 
service timetables and provision of amenities e.g. cycle hire. Anticipated a DCC 
report will be published early in 2022. Cllr Swords highlighted with DCC Officers 
the need to consider the needs of residents as well as visitors, referencing 
existing issues with cyclists’ use of footpaths in Hope and the need to ensure 
problems are not exacerbated. Reference was made to a new local 
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development, a hotel targeting walkers and cyclists; some concerns expressed 
about the impact on the local community.  

103/21  Bamford-Hope Cycleway: Cllr Farrell confirmed she had enquired if an 
application for S106 funding, in relation to the Rising Sun development, could be 
sought to develop the cycleway but her proposal was not supported. Agreed the 
road will be far busier once the development is completed. Noted accident 
statistics suggest an average of four incidents per year on that stretch of road. 
Also noted a 40mph limit to be introduced on that section. A general lack of DCC 
Highways support for safety initiatives was highlighted. 

 

104/21  Website: Cllrs Barr, Garwes, Worsey and the Clerk had met earlier to review 
progress. The Parish Council agreed the new website was not yet up to the 
required standard. Cllrs Barr, Garwes, Worsey and the Clerk to further review 
and share proposals on next steps with all Cllrs.    

Cllrs Barr, Garwes, 
Worsey and Clerk 

105/21  Grit bins: noted bins for which the Parish Council is responsible. The majority of 
bins (maintained by DCC) are relatively full. Cllrs to advise the Clerk re which 
bins need topping up; and to confirm the exact location in Aston for a salt deposit 
to be made. 

Cllrs / Clerk 

106/21  Highways and Rights of Way   

 1 Carbolite: noted all signage has been amended as per the Parish Council’s 

request. 

 

 2 PROW: noted this is ‘in progress’ and the lengthy process for the majority of 

PROW applications. 

 

 3 FP1: Cllrs Hopewell and Ord to meet with the PDNPA Footpaths Officer to agree 

arrangements for completing work on an additional section.  

 

 4 FP22: clarified that the FP22 inspection was a misunderstanding on the part of 

the Footpaths Officer. 

 

 5 Losehill Footpath: noted concerns about the path being used as a cycle track 

including the impact on a neighbouring landowner, and part of the larger trend of 

cyclists using footpaths and contributing to path erosion. Noted it also relates to 

the Smart Trails initiative and the need for more robust signage. Cllrs Hopewell 

and Ord to raise it with the PDNPA Footpaths Office.  

 

 

 

Cllrs Hopewell and 

Ord 

 6 Aston Bridleway application: noted responses from other stakeholders 

including Bamford Parish Council. Cllr Swords expanded on the consultation 

process highlighting a resident’s challenge to the advice provided by the PDNPA. 

Acknowledged part of the application relates to an established permissive 

bridleway.  

 

107/21  Planning  

 1 Breedon: noted information shared re liaison with Breedon on reducing the 

impact of rail operations. Suggested previous Breedon commitments around 

noise mitigation measures had not been met and concerns raised about 

excessive lighting had not been properly addressed.  

 

 2 Noted Parish Council responses to two planning applications - at 2 Railway 

Cottages, Station Road; and Keepers Lodge, Aston Lane. Also noted refusal of 

planning permission on an application at 54 Castleton Road. 

 

108/21  Finance  

 1 Cllrs Garwes and Ord signed a form to close one of the two Unity Accounts; the 

Parish Council will operate one account only. 

 

 2 Parish Council accounts: received/noted the most recent bank statement; 

accounts; and budget update. 

 

 3 Accounts for payment agreed:  

  3.1 M Sorensen, Clerk wages and 

expenses (for six weeks)         

£332.90  

 

 

  3.2 HMRC (Clerk’s November 

PAYE)        

£ 44.00 (total payment of £66.00 for the 

last quarter) 
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  3.3 Old School – hiring costs 

October and November 

£ 42.50  

  3.4 Donation towards costs of the 

RBL Remembrance Wreath 

£ 25.00 Item not on the 

agenda but donation 

approved 

109/21  Any other urgent business – none.  

110/21  Next meeting – Monday 10 January 2022, 7.45pm   

 

Meeting ended 9.35pm 
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