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Meeting of Hope with Aston Parish Council 
Monday 6 September 2021 7.45pm in the Old School, School Lane 

 

MINUTES 

 

Present: Cllrs Dominic Swords, Stephen Barr, David Garwes, Richard Henson, Gordon Hopewell, Chris 

Perkins, Stephen Price and Susan Worsey 

In attendance: Maura Sorensen (Clerk); HPBC Cllr Joanna Collins; member of the public Roger Clarke 

 

           ACTIONS 

044/21  Apologies for absence Cllr Ord; DCC Cllr Nigel Gourlay  

045/21  Any variation in the order of business - none  

046/21  Declarations of interests relevant to agenda items - none  

047/21  Public participation: a period of 10 minutes for members of the public 

to address items on the agenda or raise items for consideration at a 

future meeting. Cllr Collins referenced an increase in Covid rates in the 

High Peak noting the need to continue to highlight the need for caution 

and observing hygiene measures. Cllr Collins also referenced an 

ongoing consultation on A57 link roads, and the potential impact on 

traffic across the Hope Valley. Cllrs noted the forthcoming meeting of 

the Hope Valley Parishes Forum focused on looking at how Hope 

Valley parishes can work together on improving maintenance and 

management of footpaths and trails across the Valley.  

 

048/21  Minutes of the meeting of 5 July 2021: the minutes were approved 

as a correct record and actions noted; there were no matters arising 

not included in this agenda. 

 

049/21  Minutes of the meeting of 9 August 2021: the minutes were 

approved as a correct record and actions noted; there were no 

matters arising not included in this agenda.  

 

050/21  Chair’s announcements / Clerk’s correspondence / circulars – 

noted items circulated since the August meeting: 

• DALC monthly newsletters 

• DCC Bus Service Survey 

• HVCAG August newsletter 

• HPBC – proposal to cease Council Tax Benefit Support 

Payments to parish councils 

• Notice re closure of Parsons Lane 3-7 September for BT 

pole replacement work 

 

051/21  ADDITIONAL ITEM: DCC Enquiry No 82014103 - proposals for 
additional double yellow lining on Edale Road. Cllrs noted 
comments on the proposals from an Edale Road resident. In 
discussion, Cllrs noted broad support for the proposals but 
highlighted some changes that would be beneficial including 
extending yellow lining in some sections. Agreed that Cllr Chris 
Perkins and one or two other Cllrs would ‘walk’ the sections on 
Edale Road where lining was proposed, and liaise with residents 
impacted; any proposed amendments to be agreed by all Cllrs 
before submission to DCC Highways. 
Roger Clarke voiced concerns that yellow lines around Townhead 
Bridge might lead to traffic speeding up potentially endangering 

Cllr Chris Perkins 
(and other Cllrs) 
to review the DCC 
proposals on site, 
and liaise with 
residents 
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pedestrians and cyclists. The lack of paving by Townhead Bridge 
was noted.  
Cllrs also referenced other areas in and around the village with 
ongoing visitor parking issues and noted measures, including the 
introduction of time-restricted parking, that could help address the 
problem. Agreed that the priority, for now, was to respond to the 
DCC proposals re Edale Road. 

052/21  New Parish Council website: Cllrs noted progress. Cllr Garwes 

referenced the poor quality of the photographs and agreed to look 

for a source for better quality photos; also noted the need to include 

photos of Aston. Cllr Perkins highlighted the need to ensure the site 

is equally accessible via mobile phone or tablet. Noted that, once 

the site is up and running, the Parish Council would like to launch a 

Facebook page to share notices e.g. road closures, forthcoming 

events.   

Cllr Garwes to 

source better 

quality 

photographs; 

Clerk to feedback 

comments to 

anycomp 

053/21  Bus shelter: an update on progress with DCC bus shelter upgrades 

and provision of new and replacement shelters was noted. Also 

noted some positive feedback from residents. 

 

054/21  Highways and Rights of Way   

 1 Issues raised by residents were noted:  

 1.1 Roger Clarke had shared concerns about the impact of the 

increased use of footpaths by mountain bikes on the Win Hill side of 

the valley noting he was seeking Parish Council support for an 

approach to PDNPA and DCC on appropriate signage. Noted 

cyclists are using footpaths illegally; also noted the dangers to 

walkers, and ongoing path erosion. Mr Clarke offered to work with 

the Parish Council on a proposal to PDNPA and DCC. 

Cllr Henson referenced ongoing attempts to bring Hope Valley 

parishes together to agree a joint approach on the maintenance and 

management needs for paths, trails and bridleways across the 

Valley.  

Cllrs discussed the best means of achieving an outcome. Noting the 

links between the Peak Park Parishes Forum (PPPF) and the 

PDNPA, it was agreed to ask that the issue of Hope Valley paths 

and trails – including the need for clear, appropriate signage for 

cyclists and walkers – be included on the agenda for the next PPPF 

meeting (date TBC). Cllrs also queried whether the PDNPA Local 

Access Forum have dedicated funding for signage. A short-term 

solution was proposed – printing and posting A3 laminated signs 

(with the HwAPC logo) at both ends of the Win Hill path, clearly 

directing cyclists to the cycling trail.   

Agreed that Roger Clarke and Cllr Richard Henson liaise on 

drafting a proposal on appropriate signage. 

Cllr Henson and 

Roger Clarke to 

liaise re 

approaching 

PDNPA and DCC 

on appropriate 

signage 

 

Clerk to liaise with 

PPPF re inclusion 

of an item on the 

agenda for their 

next meeting 

 1.2 Support for safer active travel and concerns about the lack of safe, 

surfaced walking routes between Bradwell and Hope – concerns 

raised by a Bradwell resident. Cllrs noted a small, disused industrial 

estate (en route from Brough) and the possibility of getting a right of 

way through the site. Suggested liaison with DCC Highways and 

Cllr Swords to 

liaise with the 

Bradwell resident 

who had raised 

the issue 
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DCC Cllr Nigel Gourlay. Cllr Swords agreed to liaise directly with the 

Bradwell resident. 

Cllr Hopewell referenced concerns raised by an Eccles Lane 

resident about the lack of a footpath there. Suggested investigating 

whether Eccles Lane could be designated a ‘quiet lane’. 

 1.3 School Lane and large articulated lorries tried to get down School 
Lane, past the Old School to go to Breedon. Cllrs noted appropriate 
signage is needed highlighting weight and width limits; Clerk to 
liaise with DCC Highways.  
Also noted the sign on the Pindale Road bridge, designed to light up 
and warn HGVs about the narrowing road ahead, was no longer 
‘illuminating’. Cllrs Barr and Worsey to check if this was still the case 
– if there is an issue, Clerk to raise it with DCC Highways.  

Clerk to highlight 
the need for 
appropriate HGV 
warning signage 
on School Lane. 
Cllrs Barr, Worsey 
and Clerk to liaise 
re Pindale Road 
bridge sign 

 2 Smart Trail initiative: next steps – noted this will be the main point 

of discussion at the HPVF meeting on Wednesday 8 September. 

 

 3 Edale Road, traffic and parking issues – noted this had been 

discussed under agenda item 051/21. 

 

 4 Carbolite: update/next steps. Clerk to request a further response 

from Carbolite ahead of the October meeting.   

 

 5 PROW: Clerk to continue to pursue updates / a response from DCC.  

 6 FP1: update/next steps – noted more gravel is needed to complete 

the work undertaken on a section of the path a couple of months 

ago. Cllr Henson to seek a quote from a provider. Alternatively a 

further order can be placed with Markovitz.  

Cllr Henson to 

seek a quote from 

another provider 

055/21  Planning  

 1 NP/HPK/0821/0865 Wynook, Parsons Lane, replacement of field 

barn – noted Cllrs’ comments had been submitted. 

 

 2 NP/HPK/0720/0602 Wayside Cottage - noted an appeal against the 

refusal of the application had been dismissed. 

 

 3 NP/HPK/0521/0529 2 Eccles Close, erection of a single storey 

extension – noted permission had been granted, conditionally  

 

 4 NP/HPK/0721/0763 Bridge Barn, erection of a temporary dwelling – 

Cllrs’ comments have been submitted. Noted a positive response 

from some Hope and Aston residents to the HwAPC response. Also 

noted the ‘strong response’ from the Environment Agency 

 

056/21  Finance  

 1 Closure of NatWest account and moving to using the new Unity 

Bank account: operational details – noted the ongoing 

administrative issues. 

 

 2 Accounts for payment:  

  2.1 M Sorensen, Clerk wages 

and expenses                  

£465.30  

  2.2 HMRC (Clerk’s PAYE)           £109.80  

  2.3 Old School – hire - 24 May; 

9 August                             

£  25.50  

  2.4 RJA Contracting – bench 

installation                              

£996.00  
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  2.5 Gill Turner, Internal audit                             £150.00  

057/21  Any other business  

Light up Hope Christmas event – agreed Cllr Garwes will liaise 

with Mark Chapman on erecting a Christmas tree in the forecourt of 

Loxley Hall.  

War Memorial Planters – Clerk and Cllr Garwes to liaise and 

confirm that the Parish Council supports wooden planter option 

Marsh Avenue – issue with street lights – a resident had 

raised the unlit lamp with DCC but not had a response. Clerk 

to raise the matter with DCC.  

Severn Trent Water cabinet and graffiti – Clerk to prompt 
Severn Trent Water, to action.  

 

Cllr Garwes 

 

 

Clerk / Cllr Garwes 

 

 

Clerk 

058/21  Next meeting – Monday 4 October, 7.45pm, at the Old School  

  

The meeting closed at 9.30pm 
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